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Abstract

The Ark as a Revelational Instrument of Divine Attributes

Prof, Dr, Deuk-Il Shin

Many scholarly works have resulted in diverse proposals for
the function of the ark in the Old Testament. The suggested
functions are as follows: fetish-chest, bearer of God’s image,
a miniature temple, God’s throne, footstool, a simple receptacle,
a war-palladium and spatial center of amphictyony. These
reflections are valuable to some extent in explaining its function
but scholars have also attempted to elucidate the function of
the ark by analogy with the extra biblical world or by applying
their hypotheses to the biblical material. While non-Bible sources
have their own weight, they are not directly related to a proper
understanding of the biblical texts and the Israelite religion.

This paper has tried to contribute to the debate by emphasizing
the function of the ark as a revelatory vehicle for the divine
attributes. The various narratives belonging to the early stage
of Israelite history are evidence that the ark functioned as a
revelatory instrument of Yahweh’s attributes. When the Israelites
saw the miraculous powers of God in association with the ark,

they were in no way attributing magical powers to the ark itself.
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Instead, they were able to understand that Yahweh is omnipotent,
omnipresent, good, holy and sovereign. In this way, the ark

functioned as a revelatory tool of his attributes.

Keywords | the ark, the ark of the covenant, throne,
footstool, cherubim, divine attribute
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sakramentale Bedeutung.”

2) W. Eichhorn, Die Religionen Chinas, (Stuttgart: W. Kohlhammer, 1973), 47.

3) H. Guthe, Geschichte des Volkes Isreal, (Freiburg: J.C.B. Mohr, 1899), 31.
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Kohlammer, 1920), 44, 64-68.
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7) J. Meinhold, Die Lade Jahwes, (Tiibingen: J.C.B. Mohr, 1900), 17f., 25ff., 43ff.
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1986), 121; R.P. Carroll, Jeremiah, OTL, (London: SCM Press, 1986), 150; P.C. Craigie, P.H.
Kelley & I.F. Drinkard, Jr., Jeremiah 1-25, WBC 26, (Dallas, Texas: Word Books Publisher,
1991), 61; J. Schreiner, Jerenua 1-25,14, NEB, (Wiirzburg: Echter Verlag, 1993), 29; J.A.
Soggin, The Ark of the Covenant, Jeremiah 3,16. in Le /ivre de Jérémie, P. Bogaert (ed.),
(Leuven: University Press, 1997), 221, etc.
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M. Noth, Geschichte Israels, (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 1954), 88ff.
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Testament and Theology, (New York: Harper & Row Publishers, 1969), 128f.; G.W.
Anderson, “Israel: Amphictyony: ‘am; kahal; ‘édah,” in 7ranslating & Understanding the
Old Testament, H.T. Frank & W.L. Reed (ed.), (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1970), 148; S.
Herrmann, Geschichte Israels in alttestamentlicher Zeit, (Miinchen: Chr. Kaiser, 1980), 146;
N.K. Gottwald, 7he Tiibes of Yahweh: A Sociology of the Religion of Liberated1250-1050
BCE, Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1979), 356f.; S. Bock, Kleine Geschichte
Israels, (Freiburg: Herder, 1998), 40-42.

13) M. Noth, Das Buch Josua, (Tiibingen: J.C. Mohr, 1953), 31-33; cf. Ed. Noort, Das Bich Josua,
EF 292, (Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 1998), 148; S. Mowinckel,
Tetrateuch - Pentateuch - Hexateuch, BZAW 90, (Berlin: Topelmann, 1964), 33-35; F.
Langlamet, Gilgal et les récits de Ia traversée du Jourdain, (Paris: Gabalda, 1969), 128.

14) G. von Rad, Das fiinfie Buch Mose, Deuteronomium, (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht,
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von Rad, “Zelt und Lade,” Gesammelte Studien zum Alten Testament, 7288, (1958), 112

15) G. von Rad, Deuteronomium=Studien, (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1947), 27:
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20) R. de Vaux, Bible et Orient, (Paris: Les ditions du Cerf, 1967), 256: “L’instrument de ce traité
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Theologies, CB, OT Serries 18, (Lund: CWK Gleerup, 1982), 19-24.
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